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Is your eyesight fit for driving 

Road safety organisations encourage UK drivers of all ages to ensure they meet the 

minimum standard for driving when it comes to people’s vision. 

Poor eyesight is linked to nearly 3,000 fatal and serious injury collisions every year. There is 

concern that too many people driving whose eyesight has deteriorated to a dangerous level. 

Covid restrictions will have put many people off booking an eye test, but that is no longer a 

valid excuse. 

Everyone should have a proper eye examination with an optician every two years. Eye tests 

allow professionals to identify and correct any problems, meaning the risks of driving are 

reduced and the road environment is safer. 

Drivers need to be careful, as if you’re caught behind the wheel without the high enough 

standard of vision for driving, you could be prosecuted. 

You must be able to read (with glasses or contact lenses, if necessary) a car number plate 

made after 1 September 2001 from 20 metres. 

Also, a driver must also have a visual acuity of at least decimal 0.5 (6/12) measured on the 

Snellen scale and an adequate field of vision. An optician will be able to test for all three of 

these factors. 

Eyesight deterioration can be slow which is why it’s so important to have your eyes tested at 

least every two years, or straight away if you notice a problem. 

If you have any problems with your eyes other than being long or short sighted or colour-

blind, you must inform the DVLA. 

Smart Motorways 

Smart motorways are a contentious topic. The Department for Transport has been 
forced to pause the rollout of all lane running smart motorways entirely amid 
increasing safety concerns. 

There are many miles of smart motorway already in place across the UK, so it's vital 
drivers and riders get to grips with how to use them. 

What is a smart motorway 

A smart motorway is a section of a motorway that uses traffic management methods 
to increase capacity and reduce congestion in particularly busy areas. 

These methods include using the hard shoulder as a running lane and using variable 
speed limits to control the flow of traffic. 
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The following types of smart motorways 

All lane running scheme: 

All lane running schemes permanently remove the hard shoulder and convert it into a 
running lane. 

In this case, a closure of one or more lanes will be signalled by a red X on an overhead 
gantry and/or on a verge-mounted sign, meaning you must exit the lane/s as soon as 
possible. 

Signage is also used to display the mandatory speed limit which varies depending on 
the traffic conditions. 

Dynamic hard shoulder scheme: 

Dynamic hard shoulder’ running involves opening the hard shoulder as a running lane 
to traffic at busy periods to ease congestion. 

On these stretches a solid white line differentiates the hard shoulder from the normal 
carriageway. Overhead signs on gantries indicate whether the hard shoulder is open 
to traffic. 

The hard shoulder must not be used if the signs over it are blank or display a red X, 
except in the case of an emergency. Other variable message signs will say ‘hard 
shoulder for emergency use only’. 

A red X on the gantry above means you must exit the lane as soon as possible. 

Overhead gantries on these types of motorway also display the mandatory speed limit 
which varies depending on the traffic conditions. Speed cameras are used to enforce 
these - no speed limit displayed indicates the national speed limit is in place. 

Controlled motorway scheme: 

Controlled motorways have three or more lanes with variable speed limits, but retain 
a traditional hard shoulder. The hard shoulder should only be used in a genuine 
emergency. 

These variable speed limits are displayed on overhead gantry signs - if no speed limit 
is displayed the national speed limit is in place. Speed cameras are used to enforce 
these. 

A global first, the Welsh Government 

All residential roads in the country will have the speed limit reduced to 20mph.The £32 
million plan, is an effort to lower road collisions and pollution across the country. The 
rules with be enforced on ‘restricted roads’ – those that have lampposts placed less 
than 200 yards apart. The speed limits will come into effect in September 2023. 



3 
 

Government launches new THINK! campaign to improve awareness 
of new Highway Code rules 

People driving, walking, and cycling in the UK are being encouraged to give space 
and be considerate to other road users in the Government’s latest THINK! road safety 
campaign. 

The ‘Travel Like You Know Them’ campaign promotes recent changes to the Highway 
Code, which happened earlier this year, and is aiming to improve safety for all road 
users. 

These were the biggest changes to the code in many years, and efforts are being 
made to improve the safety of the most vulnerable road users. 

Roads Minister Baroness Vere said: “People tend to see cycles, lorries and cars on 
the roads rather than thinking of the person using them – but it could be your family 
member, your friend or your colleague. 

Highway Code: updated sentences for driving offences 

The Highway Code has been updated following a change in the law that affects the 
sentences for some driving offences. The updates are to the penalties for:  

 causing death by dangerous driving 

 causing death by careless driving under the influence of drink or drugs 

The maximum sentence for both offences has increased from 14 years’ imprisonment 
to life imprisonment.   

The obligatory disqualification period for both offences has increased from a minimum 
of 2 years to a minimum of 5 years.   

New driving offence 

A new offence has also been created for causing serious injury by dangerous driving.  

This carries a maximum penalty of 2 years’ imprisonment, an unlimited fine and an 
obligatory driving disqualification. 

Concerns raised about the safety of electric car charge points 

With electric car sales soaring, concerns have been raised about the safety of charge 
points installed at homes, offices and on streets across the country. 

There is a lack of appropriate training when it comes to fitting and maintaining electric 
vehicle chargers which could have 'disastrous consequences,' a report from City & 
Guilds claims. 
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Drivers must be extra vigilant 

A survey of 1,000 people who rented a vehicle in recent months revealed that almost 
a fifth had found scratches, dents or kerbed wheels on collection that were not noted 
on the handover document given to them at the start of their holiday. 

Failure to raise these issues with rental company staff before driving off puts you at 
risk of picking up a large repair bill for damage you haven't caused to a hire car. 

Meanwhile 13 per cent said they had previously received unexpected charges when 
they returned a car at the end of their rental period, with 9 per cent also receiving 
unexpected charges on their card. 

One in 20 claimed they've been charged hundreds of pounds for what they considered 
to be a small amount of damage to a vehicle, for instance single bodywork scratches 
or chips in the windscreen.  

On average, only half of motorists said they check every panel of a hire car thoroughly, 
looking for anything from big scratches and dents to small marks and interior wear and 
tear. 

Check our web site for updates, meeting etc., 

www.iamteesside.org.uk 
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